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MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY 


Facilities & Real Estate Advisory Ad Hoc 


Wednesday, November 20, 2019 3:30PM 
Morongo Basin Transit Facility 
62405 Verbena Road 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 


MINUTES 


CALL TO ORDER - Called to order at 3:30pm by Mark Goodale 


ROLL CALL - On call of the roll the following were present: Merl Abel, McArthur Wright 
and Mark Goodale. Cheri Holsclaw was also in attendance. 


PUBLIC COMMENTS 
NONE 

NEW BUSINESS 

ai Land Acquisition 


Mark Goodale summarized the parcels MBTA was looking to acquire. Because only one 
party was interested in selling, Frank Luckino wanted to know if MBTA wanted to consider 
imminent domain. 


Mark advised the Ad Hoc Committee that the draft Short-Range Transit Plan that IBI Group 
was working on would include recommendations that would extend the intercity route and 
create flex routes, greatly reducing MBTA’s dependency on transit centers. 


Chairman Wright did not want to explore imminent domain. Board Member Abel stated that 
imminent domain was not the option for MBTA. 


Chairman Wright recommended continuing negotiations to give the Short-Range Transit Plan 
time to see if what they suggest would work. 


Board Member Abel was concerned with the cost and staff time of continuing negotiations. 
Mark assured him that most of the ground work had been done but perhaps they could reduce 
the legal costs through Rutan & Tucker. Board Member Abel suggested keeping it to 
monthly updates. 


Board Member Abel thought the location was great because it would have been by Project 
Phoenix. 


Mark cautioned them on looking for alternative locations because each time there are 
appraisal costs, equity analysis costs and such. Board Member Abel agreed, especially 
because it might not align with the future business model. 


4.0 ADJOURNMENT 


The meeting adjourned at 3:44pm. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Cheri Holsclaw, Asst. Board Secretary 


